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Moral education: concepts and research 

 

A question on the necessity of moral education at schools does not require an answer as societies simply 
cannot afford not to use the possibilities that the school system provides to shape the youth into engaged, 
law-abiding citizens concerned with the welfare of individuals and communities, and prepared for 
productive lives in a democratic society. This paper aims at reviewing various approaches and propositions 
within the field of moral education, both from the point of view of the ideas behind them and the results 
of empirical research. It is designed to encourage rethinking of the issue of moral education and point to 
some solutions that could be used in the Polish schools. 

It is important to stress the complexity of the problem concerning, e.g. shaping moral competences, 
formation of moral character, moral customs, moral sensitivity within the context of the aim of moral 
education, which is defined as moral development. However, a question arises whether general 
agreement to the aim of moral education is equal to general agreement regarding what is understood as 
moral development and what means should be used to achieve it. 

The importance of schools in shaping moral development of children, and their preparation to become 
active, concerned citizens within democratic society cannot be overstated and is not questioned. However, 
it is difficult to reach a consensus over how to achieve this aim. Within the context of moral education, the 
shaping of moral character, the ethical “Me”, responsibility and sensitivity that allows to see the world 
through other than personal point of view, and the understanding of universal moral values and their 
importance for the life of an individual and humankind, are stressed. The paper presents different 
approached and programs of moral education, pointing to their axiological and anthropological 
assumptions and the psychological theories behind them. 

While thinking of moral education, it is important to consider the whole variety of possibilities regarding 
the area of interaction and methods that can be used. Moral education does not require additional classes 
or dedicated lessons; rather it should be based on self-conscious educational activities and using the 
opportunities provided by school life and regular classes to point to the values, discuss moral dilemmas 
etc. The application of diverse educational methods is in the light of empirical research less important than 
the awareness of the aim and the choice of the appropriate tools to achieve it. 

 



 

Łukasz Drozda 

Faculty of Applied Social Sciences and Resocialization 

University of Warsaw 

 

The behavioural desk research in urban space analysis as a policy tool: the case of Instagram 

 

Urban space is a deeply complex creation and its studies require the usage of multifaceted analytical tools. 
The important problem of sampling in urban research concerns questionnaire surveys as well as field 
studies, which need to serve spatial behaviour observations. It seems that the use of big data analyses may 
be a way of counteracting such restrictions. Although, the collection of an unlimited amount of data on 
the behaviour of citizens is subject to significant criticism, as is the mere subordination of civilization to 
digital technologies, big data seem to be an extremely promising resource available for the world of 
science and policy makers, including urban planners. The main advantage of using big data in this area is 
the possibility of conducting research on complete samples. These data can be collected often, dynamically 
(in real time) and cheap. Another attractive feature of the research conducted with big data is that they 
can be performed in the form of desk research. 

The objective of this article, therefore, is (1) to present the methodology of visual analysis of data obtained 
thanks to Internet monitoring based on photos posted by Instagram users and then collected by using the 
automatic Internet monitoring tool called Brand24; and (2) to describe some significant dilemmas for 
policy-making processes that are grounded in the problem of collecting data from various social networks. 

Reflections on such a policy tool as the behavioural desk research in urban space analysis should include 
both technical and social rooting of the problem. The nature of this research is also exploratory data 
analysis, and because of that its purpose is not to obtain a fully representative sample, but rather to 
present the theoretical framework for further and more complex analyses. In addition to discussing the 
theoretical assumptions of the proposed research methodology, the results of the space perception 
analysis are presented on the example of a group of selected parks in Manhattan, New York City. The 
analysis of visual sources allows for analysis of the way that space is perceived by users of these green 
infrastructure devices. Apart from that, the article uses source literature in the fields of quality of urban 
life research, big data analyses, and landscape evaluation. An extended version of the research description 
was also presented in the monograph already published in Polish in 2019. 

The results of the study uphold the view presented by Boy and Uitermark that the subject of photographs 
published on Instagram is mainly the most attractive or the most-invested public spaces. The analysis also 
reflects the ways in which particular places are used, such as the degree of freedom in this or the range of 
permitted activities. Nevertheless, the results of the analysis do not provide convincing evidence that 
places designed with the involvement of civil society (as it was in the case of the High Line Park) are more 
popular among visitors. On the other hand, the analysis of photographs posted on Instagram also allows 
one to disagree with the non-places theory of Augé. 



In order to deepen analyses using the Internet monitoring for the needs of urban research, it seems 
necessary to refine the technical aspects of them. The analysis of hashtags used in this study is to a large 
extent limiting, and the refinement of locative data could be particularly beneficial. In contrast, a simplified 
analytical scheme can be useful for urban policy makers. Such a model seems to be much more responsive 
than traditional surveillance methods. Its negative side is that its implementation means interfering in the 
private life of space users. 
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Wealth formation by economic agents and their international mobility: towards an eclectic migration 
decision-support framework 

 

There has long been a tendency in the economic literature to treat cross-border migration as primarily the 
movement of wage-earners seeking to take advantage of wage differentials and variations in employment 
conditions. This approach does not, however, explain why only a relatively small proportion of the global 
population has actually migrated between countries. While the standard response has been that it was 
the border controls that have prevented mass migrations, it did not include other factors at play, 
particularly where border controls are limited or abolished. Over the past two decades, migration studies 
have made considerable progress towards enhanced understanding of the complexity of migration 
processes and the factors that influence human spatial (im)mobility. However, much of this enhanced 
understanding has been fragmented between multiple theories separated from each other by their 
specialist focus and disciplinary silos. 

This paper attempts to provide an eclectic, meta-theoretical perspective on economic drivers of 
international mobility and immobility of humans. We have attempted to bring some strands of the extant 
literature together to highlight the sheer complexity of migration-related decision-making resulting, inter 
alia, from diverse and hard-to-assess characteristics of potential destinations, the inter-temporal 
dimension of such locational choices, informational asymmetries, and the frequent involvement of many 
individuals (e.g., family members, communities) in collective decision making processes. We have been 
particularly interested in choices that require individuals or groups to take into consideration the 
characteristics of different capital assets as components of their individual or collective wealth, and the 
impact of their spatial mobility on the location and valuation of these assets. We draw on the neoclassical 
foundations of economics. Our eclectic approach aims to provide an overarching framework to link and 
integrate more specific and narrowly focused theories explaining economic causes of international 



location of humans. We have also aimed to show that along the centrifugal forces that disperse people 
between countries, such as income differentials or access to location-specific public goods, there are also 
strong centripetal forces which encourage people to remain in situ. The latter have received relatively less 
attention in the economic literature but there are many reasons, e.g. sentimental, family and social 
attachments, why many people who are otherwise concerned with their economic wellbeing, may prefer 
to remain in their homeland despite the apparent presence of income/wealth differentials between their 
home location and other accessible destinations. They also include the expected changes in the 
composition and valuation of their wealth or the restricted access to public goods available at the home 
location. In terms of the decision-making model outlined, people opt to stay put because the value of their 
capital endowments at the home location exceeds the expected net value of capital assets to be realised 
elsewhere. 

We have added one further reason for immobility, which relates to the complexity and uncertainty 
inherent in human decisions to relocate across national borders. To simplify the complexity of such choices 
people often imitate other people’s behaviour or ‘optionalise’ their decision-making processes to make 
them step-wise and contingent on relevant information being revealed progressively. For some people, 
however, the natural default position, when confronted with complex decisions with risky outcomes and 
costly implications, is to avoid them altogether by opting for the status quo. The expected utility 
formulation of the decision problem outlined in this paper helps to identify the many dimensions that may 
come into play in people’s relocation decisions. However, to explain specific, locational preferences and 
choices made by individuals in particular circumstances, especially those who have not moved from their 
base location, specific theories must be advanced that tailor the above eclectic methodology to produce 
subsets of specific, testable hypotheses. In particular, it remains to be tested empirically whether the 
observed immobility of most people reflects their considered preference to remain in their homeland as 
the best of available options, or the lack of opportunity to move elsewhere, or a default position to remain 
in situ when spatial relocation choices are too complex and risky to make. 
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The dilemmas of the present moral education 

 

“Moral upbringing” and “moral education” are the two terms used in the debate on the young generation 
in Poland. Although seemingly similar, they refer to two different aspects of moral formation of a young 
person. “Moral upbringing” is defined here as taking place primarily within family and concentrates on 
shaping the set of values that will be used by the next generation in their adult lives, while “moral 
education” is understood as a process taking place at formal institutions, primarily schools, and as such 
should be pluralist (in opposition to indoctrination). However, the author refrains from making schools 



responsible for the moral condition of the young generation while assuming that schools should be active 
in pointing to young people what choices of moral attitudes are socially accepted.  

Within the Polish education system, moral education is reserved for and included in the religious education 
or ethics. Although the subjects are in direct competition, essentially, they relate to the same curriculum 
content. However, there is no agreement, or single policy when it comes to the content of school programs 
in Poland, on how moral education should be defined. One approach, dating to the partitions, stress 
importance of keeping the society united and assumes that it is possible to achieve full cohesion in terms 
of moral attitudes. The other approach points to the fact that it is impossible to expect just that, therefore, 
schools should concentrate on presenting the set of socially acceptable values even though part of each 
generation will explicitly reject them. 

The fact that moral education in Polish schools is limited to religious education points to the assumption, 
held not only by contemporary authorities but also – although sometimes unconsciously – by the 
authorities through the XX century that there cannot be moral education without religion. This does not 
mean, however, that schools and religious education are solely responsible for moral condition of the 
young generation, as it is shaped mainly by the family environment. 
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Power concentration as the ruling style of the United Right in the years 2015–2019 

 

Power concentration is defined as concentration of competences, resources and instruments that allow 
to shape political, social and economic order by relatively narrow milieu or group of decision centres. One 
example of power concentration is centralization or transferring various functions of the state from lower 
levels (particularly local government) to higher levels (central government). Another example of that 
process is strong, varied state intervention in economy, such as nationalization, or increased regulation of 
the private sector. The process of power concentration stretches between a point where it takes legal 
form, in accordance with the existing laws, and a point where it is informal and circumvents or breaks the 
existing regulations. The main thesis of this paper is that the Polish Law and Justice party together with its 
partners pursue concentration of power and its actions are often informal, often bordering on what is legal 
or breaking the law. The aim of the text is to illustrate the thesis. The leading research method used in the 
paper is literature review of publications (scientific, expert and reports) on the policies of the Law and 
Justice, and analysis of documents and public discourse. 

Concentration of power under the Law and Justice in Poland between 2015-2018 can be analysed in many 
aspects but two are particularly interesting: 1. Steps taken to limit the control over the executive power, 
2. Steps taken to increase party control over different elements of societal life. What is characteristic for 
Law and Justice way of governing is transferring of competences and resources in such a way as to 
dismantle any limitations over the executive power, particularly all forms of control (by citizens, media or 
other institutions such as judiciary). An element of that dismantling is moving the decision-making centre 



outside of formal institutions of state into unspecified informal milieu consisting of members of the ruling 
parties. This informal redistribution of power leads to creation of “grey zone” of politics, where power is 
concentrated informally in few hands outside of public control, and simultaneous weakening of 
institutions of the state. Formal institutions usually are not annihilated – although they are sometimes 
superseded by new institutions lacking autonomy and competences – but rather subordinated to informal 
or alterative structures and their staff often replaced by new employees, loyal to the governing party. The 
effect of that process is creation of alternative state structure. From the formal point of view the state 
exists as it did before, based on the same institutions, but the nature of decision making process is much 
less formal. The increasing discrepancy between the formal but powerless institutions and informal bodies 
where power is concentrated allows for uncertainty management in a fashion typical for state captured 
by a party: non-transparent, quasi-formal or informal power uses uncertainty for its advantage and to 
increase its position. 
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Moral education: trends and barriers 

 

During the last few decades one can observe a growing international interest in moral education that is 
stimulated mainly by the growing body of evidence that non-cognitive skills influence the effectiveness of 
human actions and behaviour. Those skills help to fulfil individual potential, particularly of people from 
underprivileged segments of society. For the purpose of this paper, moral education is understood as 
shaping of moral attitudes/character of young people in schools through various programs and public 
projects. Moral education is considered to be closely linked to civic education and steps taken to create 
responsible citizenship. Often it is used to reduce pressure on the educational system caused by increased 
multiple choice testing of knowledge. 

The paper is divided into the following parts: 1. Introduction of moral education as subfield of public policy 
(educational policy); 2. Analysis of theoretical assumptions and debates within the field as well as 
presentation of the problems historically important to it; 3. Case study analysis of moral education in the 
UK and the USA presented in contrast to the Polish traditions of moral education. Contrasting the Anglo-
Saxon and Polish approaches serves to present fundamental differences in understanding what are the 
main functions of education and how it influences moral education; 4. Analysis of the methods used to 
increase non-cognitive capital (non-cognitive skills, social and emotional skills) which are determined by 
character which in turn is shaped by individual and communal effort. 

Moral education is an interesting example of evolution of public policy which usually is considered through 
large scale state actions (e.g. social security, health care system or educational system) that require 



complicated regulation, programming, implementation, large spending, etc. Recently, however, public 
action starts to include less obvious spheres, such as co-shaping of human behaviour, attitudes, every-day 
problem solving skills. It turns out that it is important how the schools influence moral attitudes or – more 
broadly – characters of students for their ability to fulfil their tasks. As there is a correlation between moral 
education and the attitudes of students, it seems that public policy has to reform its intellectual 
foundations. If public policy is to shape the human attitudes, it has to find a way to do that outside 
propaganda and depravation of freedom.  

 


