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The mechanism of revitalization of urban housing and settlement development: insights 

 

The aim of this paper is to describe structural mechanisms of revitalization of urban residential and 
settlement housing both in post-II world war developed market economies and in post-1989 Poland. In 
order to achieve this aim, I used a retrospective approach based on understanding of the present day 
through analysis of the past. Although, there are numerous definitions of revitalization, here it is 
understood, true to the Latin root of the word, as a set of actions undertaken in order to lift certain area 
from stagnation or socio-economic collapse. Its aim is always social cohesion. Many definitions of 
revitalization point to its many forms, such as large-scale modernization, gentrification, renovation, 
regeneration, rehabilitation, restructuration. In effect it can lead to different levels of rejuvenation and 
increases in the local communities’ quality of life. 

The paper presents, in a somehow exaggerated manner, the downside of urban residential and settlement 
housing revitalization in post-II world war developed market economies and in post-1989 Poland. 
Retrospective approach used for the analysis allowed to reduce those downsides to structural mechanic 
market dependencies. In effect it has been suggested that there are deeper sources of those sufficiently 
unclear results linked to the market economic growth paradigm used today. It was proposed to base public 
actions on the sustainable growth paradigm which is necessary for the spatial policy to have satisfactory 
results within revitalization of settled space. Urban residential and settlement housing forms the 
foundation of settled space. Revitalization may play positive part in the sustainable development of this 
space, particularly within social cohesion of the space, including intra- and intergenerational justice. Those 
results may lead to formulation of the following thesis: urban residential and settlement housing 
revitalization should be based on the idea of settlement infrastructure. That idea provides, in-line with the 
fundamental functional-spatial criterion, for cohesive conceptual and action framework leading from 
functional housing (available sporadically today) to sustainable housing space, which will not be fully 
available in foreseeable future. However, this thesis requires further research. What needs to be stressed 
is the fact that barriers and difficulties in revitalizing urban space in Poland lay primarily in intellectual 
sphere, particularly exampled by common discarding of the achievements of modernism and modernist 
thinking. 
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International cooperation of a city with the district status. The Płock case study 

 

The present paper is a case study of international activity of Płock’s – a city with district status – local 
government and local community. The term “international activity” is used to stress ad hoc and unplanned 
character of those activities. This approach to foreign relations is typical for Polish local governments and 
Płock is no exception. What makes Płock different is the intensity of its international activity which has 
been recognized by the Council of Europe and for which the city was awarded the European Diploma, the 
Flag of Honour and the Plaque of Honour. 

The aim of the paper is to describe and analyse Płock’s international cooperation. The main research 
question of the paper is formed as follows: whether and if yes, then how international activities of Płock 
local government influence the town community? It is followed by secondary research questions that 
concentrate on genesis and evolution of Płock foreign relations, diversity of foreign cooperation, and logic 
behind undertaken activities. Research methods used for preparation of this paper include interviews 
(with the city mayor, former councillor, and high-ranking officials within the city government responsible 
for international cooperation), analysis of official city documents and city internet website. 

The research points to different models of relationships. As is the case of other Polish towns and cities, 
Płock has the closest relationship with a German city – Darmstadt. Cooperation with partners from former 
Communist states, including China, has a more formal and institutional character and is based on meetings 
of local government representatives with limited interaction between citizens and their organizations. This 
is contrasted against cooperation with local governments in West Europe and the United States were 
citizens, their organizations and groups, and social institutions have dominated the field of international 
activity while the function of local government is subsidiary. 

Accident and personal preferences of local political elites were responsible for the directions and 
continuation of international cooperation of Płock. International activities have been conducted in 
connection with the foreign policy of Poland, in relation to the socio-economic character of the city itself 
and influenced by national sentiments (cooperation with Polish diaspora). The city government also 
cultivated close relationship with the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs which led to help in signing of 
several agreements and official visits. Various international activities and programs (ADHOC, EuRob II, 
URBAN II, URBAMAS, Town Twinning, etc) undertaken consequently by the city government since the 
1990s had led to expansion of international relationships beyond official activities and to inclusion of the 
city citizens and the institutions of civil society. 
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Local administration in the process of social participation (on the example of cities with powiat rights 
of the Podkarpackie Voivodeship) 

 

Civil participation takes place when local communities are engaged in the issues that they consider 
important. It is usually defined as cooperation between citizens and local government directed at fulfilling 
the needs of a local community. The importance of civil participation for public policy and public 
governance increases, however local governments do not use its potential enough. Reasons for that may 
include passivity of local communities and scepticism of local governments towards civil participation. The 
aim of this paper is to evaluate the level of city halls activity directed at providing the local communities 
with forms and tools for civil participation in order to create conditions for cooperation. To achieve this 
aim, it is necessary to answer the following research questions: 1. Does a city hall considers the role of 
citizens within the process of civil participation?, 2. Does a city hall encourages citizens to action?, 3. What 
forms of civil participation are used by a city hall to stimulate the activity of citizens? , 4. What are benefits 
of and barriers blocking the application by city halls of those forms of civil participation? 

The aim of the paper and its research questions have determined the structure of the text, which includes 
literature review, description of the study and analysis of its results. The principal method used to conduct 
the study was a questionnaire addressed at city hall officers in four former voivodeship capitals (between 
1975 and 1998) that are located within the present day Podkarpackie voivodeship (Krosno, Przemyśl, 
Tarnobrzeg and Rzeszów – the only city that have retained the status after 1998). The questionnaire 
included both open and closed questions and was used to gather and classify data on civil participation. 

The results of the study point to similarities in approaches towards civil participation among city hall 
officers in all four localities. All local governments consult proposed actions with their communities. They 
also strongly emphasise the need for effective dissemination of information through multiple channels. 
Although the importance of non-governmental organizations for civil participation is widely recognized, 
only one local government actively supports them. The authors point to weakness of local NGOs as a 
reason for their passivity in civil participation. All studied cities have experience with introduction of 
participatory budgeting but the turn out during voting was consistently low which might be attributed to 
its insufficient promotion. 
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Fair Trade phenomenon: limits of neoclassical and chances of heterodox economics 

 

Initiatives aimed at helping the poorest producers from the Global South by including them into the 
international trade exchange – application of the principle trade not aid – were first proposed in the USA 
and Western Europe in the wake of the II world war. They have eventually evolved into the Fair Trade 
movement whose goals are widely accepted and even supported by institutions such as the European 
Commission. However, research does not provide a clear answer neither to whether the overall impact of 
Fair Trade is positive or negative, nor what are the true motives of Fair Trade consumers and therefore to 
what are the real reasons for the appearance, development and growth of this movement. This gap in 
knowledge might be caused by the inability of the mainstream economic theory to explain certain 
phenomena occurring in the current global reality. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to investigate 
whether the assumptions of heterodox economics fit better to the reality of the Fair Trade movement than 
those of the neoclassical theory. In order to respond to this question, we have chosen a methodology that 
is based on the comparison of the basic assumptions made within neoclassical and heterodox economics 
with goals, assumptions and the essence of the Fair Trade movement. As an example of the heterodox 
theories we have taken three denominations of the heterodox movement, namely ecological, feminist and 
humanist economics. We based our analysis on the conviction that assumptions of reality far from the 
phenomenon researched may significantly impede seeing and identifying the important features of the 
investigated/observed reality. We claim that three elements: basic values, the understanding of the 
market and methodologies influence the creation of a certain conceptual apparatus of a theory that may 
hinder or allow to explain certain real phenomena and processes occurring in the global economy. 

The paper is divided into three sections: 1. a short presentation of the Fair Trade movement, its main goals, 
mechanisms of functioning, structure and development, followed by 2. analysis of the assumptions made 
firstly by standard economics and 3. selected heterodox economic schools about values, market and 
methodology evaluating whether they correspond to the Fair Trade. 

Our research has shown that the idea of Fair Trade does not fit into values of standard economics. It also 
confirmed that the assumptions of heterodox economics seem to be closer to the Fair Trade reality than 
neoclassical ones. The values on which heterodox economics is based come from outside of the market 
and mirror the values important for political and social systems. Fair Trade movement and heterodox 
economics are based on the same values, i.e. altruism, fairness, cooperation, good-life, equality, 



sustainability and the conviction that the market should serve the development of people and therefore 
that people may have specific expectations from the market and economy, which derive from the values 
shared by respective communities and entire societies. Moreover, the heterodox concept of the market 
embeddedness to a high extent reflects the fundamental principle of the Fair Trade movement. Although 
it is impossible to tell whether the more reality-close assumptions will necessarily lead to better 
explanations, they still allow to identify more characteristics and processes of Fair Trade than very 
simplified assumptions of neoclassical economics. 
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Functions of spatial policy instruments 

 

Application of spatial policy instruments is one of the most difficult tasks within public policy. From the 
point of view public policy, the challenges concentrate on preservation of spatial order and creation of the 
rules used to manage an area. As different stakeholders try to dominate the narrative, it is necessary to 
define the functions of spatial policy instruments. Therefore, the aim of this paper is exactly that: to define 
the functions of spatial policy instruments and the aspects were those instruments could be used in the 
light of public authorities’ other tasks. The results of the research presented in this paper allow to – 
through characteristics of spatial policy instruments – establish what is the influence of public authorities 
on the problems within the system of spatial management (spatial chaos). It will also allow to diagnose 
problems and possible reactions, related to the application of spatial policy instruments, to them from 
such perspectives as environmental or cultural heritage protection. The secondary aim of this paper is to 
go beyond standard legal perspective on spatial policy instruments and to apply a broader approach, 
particularly conceptual. What is necessary from the point of view of public policy studies is categorization 
of spatial policy instruments’ functions and their ascription to individual instruments. 

Verification of how spatial policy instruments’ functions are realized in gminas constitutes an important 
research field. While the analysis should consider failure of public authorities as well as the differences in 
legal, social, economic and urban factors, they will also have to make room for uncertainty when 
diagnosing. The functions of spatial policy instruments should be understood broadly and the instruments 
themselves should be used also in other spheres – social, environmental, cultural and real estate – to 
protect spatial order. Individual spatial policy instruments may provide better conditions for protecting 
natural environment or cultural heritage. However, for those conditions to appear, it is necessary to 
define, while working on individual instruments, the planning conditions and problems related to the 
before mentioned aspects. 
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Realities of stakeholders’ participation in Polish public management: Piotr Stankiewicz’s book Playing 
the Atom1 

 

The following review consists of two interloping narrative paths: a presentation of the book and a polemic 
with it. The article is divided into three parts. In the first part of the paper the idea behind the book, 
methodology of analysis, structure and contents of the book are described. The second part lists the 
hypothesises, debates the main results and presents analogies, counterpoints and parables related to 
them while the arguments in the third part concentrate on possible further debate and direction of future 
research. Detailed description of the content of each chapter was purposefully omitted and instead 
replaced with very brief information on the construction of the book, proposals for further analysis and 
continuations that the results of this study deserve. The interloping of narrative paths is a result of strong 
positive impression and inspiration of the reviewer by the book. That is why polemic is not restricted to 
the third part but is also present in the earlier parts of the text. 

The author of the book had decided to purposefully omit several classical issues related to interest group 
research, but the limitation of the model allowed for more clear analysis. Although that research strategy 
seemed radical, it is recommended to those conducting sector policy and public governance analysis. This 
strategy should be applied particularly by early stage researchers. It also points to the importance that 
sector policy analyses should take in public policy making in Poland. At the present stage of development 
of public policy analysis in Poland, one could only wish for publication of more sector policy analysis like 
“Playing the atom”. 

Piotr Stankiewicz’s book deals with difficult issues in an interesting way. It is well researched, and for a 
scientific book, it is accessible and well written. It is up to date and the conclusions are sufficiently timeless. 
It is highly recommended reading. The conclusions are well-worth debating and could be inspiration for 
new possibilities for interest group research and for public policy and public governance research in 
Poland. 

 

 
1 P. Stankiewicz, Gra w atom. Społeczne zarządzanie technologią w rozwoju energetyki jądrowej w Polsce, 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe Uniwersytetu Mikołaja Kopernika, Toruń 2017. 


