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Agnieszka Śliwińska – Rumbin 

 

Summary of doctoral dissertation 

 

German Public Policy towards Aerospace and Defence Industry in 1990-2016 

 

The object of the dissertation is a comprehensive presentation and evaluation of German 

public policy on the aerospace and defence industry after German reunification. The main 

objective of the dissertation is divided into specific goals focused on: 

 presenting the specificity and evolution of German public policy both in a theoretical 

context and, what is particularly important, in a practical context, 

 indicating the essence and significance of sectoral public policy - industrial policy 

and security policy in influencing the condition and position of the defence industry 

and the operating rules of the German security system. 

 presenting an assessment of the German public policy towards the aerospace and 

defence industry from the perspective of a leading German and global aerospace and 

defence market participant, i.e. the Airbus Group.  

The dissertation focuses on the time after the reunification of Germany in 1990 until 

2016. This period allows to indicate the direction in which German public policy on the 

aerospace and defence industry evolved and related trends in the development of the industry 

itself. 

The dissertation has verified the thesis that the German sectoral public policy on the 

aerospace and defence industry, despite a change in the international system, is still active and 

to a large extent determines the structure, significance and development potential of the sector. 

This situation is strengthened by the dependence of the German defence industry on the German 

Army’s procurement programme, which is influenced by the country’s security policy and the 

resultant defence budget. The following auxiliary theses complement the main thesis: 

 The conditions for the development and position of the aerospace and defence 

industry after 1990 depend on the international situation as well as the priorities, 

specifics and implementation of public policy, including sectoral policies.  

 The German defence industry is a strategically important area of public policy 

impact not only for security reasons, but also for its impact on the economy as a 

whole in terms of innovation and international competitiveness. 
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 The need to rationalise public expenditures, including the defence budget in 

Germany, affects the way public policy is conducted in relation to the German 

defence industry and imposes changes. The changes consist in, for example, 

specialisation and international co-operation as well as its reorientation in the search 

for new foreign markets. 

 

The methods used to verify the main and auxiliary theses are both non-reactive and reactive 

research methods. The first include a critical analysis of the literature on the subject in order to 

present the theoretical foundations based on the study of public policy relating to industrial 

policy and security policy which determine the operating rules of the German aerospace and 

defence industry. In addition, a historical-comparative method has been used to present the 

development of the German aerospace and defence industry over the years under review. 

 

 The method of analysing official data was used to present the nature and scope of legal 

regulations, mainly the acts of the German Parliament (Bundestag and Bundesrat) concerning 

security and defence policy, the defence budget and public procurement. The method of 

analysing statistical data on the German economy, especially on the aerospace and defence 

industry, was also applied. The reactive methods included interviews with representatives of 

management boards (members of management and supervisory boards) of selected companies 

within the German aerospace and defence industry. 

The work consists of an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion, annexes and a 

bibliography. The first chapter is theoretical in nature. It presents the theoretical determinants 

of the German public policy with an indication of the changes that have taken place in it over 

the years following German reunification. Therefore, in addition to systematising the basic 

concepts, methodology and defining the scope of the study of public policy in theoretical terms, 

I have presented the key factors determining the distinctiveness and specificity of public policy 

in Germany, including lobbying.  

The second chapter presents the determinants and specificities of sectoral public policies 

such as industrial policy and security policy. This is because they play a key role in determining 

the conditions and development potential of the German aerospace and defence industry as well 

as the goals it is supposed to achieve. The chapter also presents the position of the industrial 

and security policy in the German public policy, the objectives and tools used to implement 

them as well as its relations to other sectoral policies.  
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The third chapter is devoted to the aerospace and defence industry. It presents the origins, 

evolution and determinants of the development of the aerospace and defence industry in 

Germany in the context of the implemented industrial and security policy and changes in the 

international environment. I have also tried to show the influence of public policy on the 

structure and organisational changes in the aerospace and defence industry. An important 

element of this chapter, relating to the presentation of the importance of German public policy 

in the context of this specific industry, is the presentation of the internal and international 

position of the German aerospace and defence industry. 

  The impact of public policy on the importance of the aerospace and defence industry in 

the industry and economy of Germany is presented, as well as its level of innovation and 

international competitiveness. 

The final chapter of the dissertation presents the origins and evolution of the German 

aerospace and defence industry and the establishment, operation and activities of the Airbus 

Group corporation between 1989 and 2016. Airbus has been chosen because of its importance 

for the German industry and economy, participation not only in German but also in the 

European investment programmes, and international cooperation and competitiveness. It is 

important to underline, that the German Government is a shareholder of the Airbus Group and 

the company forms part of a network with foreign companies in  the EU, NATO and equivalent.  

For example, the German subsidiaries of the Airbus Group work closely with its subsidiaries in 

other EU countries on joint projects such as  Eurofighter, A400M or NH90. Moreover, the 

subsidiaries of the Airbus Group form joint ventures with foreign (European, American, Israeli) 

companies to implement specific projects. 

An important conclusion is, that monopolization of the EU aerospace and defence 

market should be prevented and focus should be placed on developing cooperation between 

individual industries, which may also make it possible to involve other European countries in 

the projects of the Airbus Group. It would also help to map out the production competences of 

individual countries, including Germany, and identify the key competences of individual 

industries. In the long term such a dialogue between  the industries could contribute to the 

establishment of a common projects and research centres in the field of aerospace and defence 

industry. 

 

An important aspect of the economic policy of all countries, not only Germany, should 

be its security policy, both in its national dimension and at EU and NATO level. For the security 

of its own country, but also of its allies. In the case of the aerospace and defence industry, 
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inclusive the cybersecurity sector, it requires a common effort from the private sector and the 

public institutions. 

The current situation related to the coronavirus (SARS-Cov-2) pandemic has shown the 

need for the state to become actively involved on the social level and has reorganised the 

hierarchy of tasks performed by the state. The protection of citizens has been directed towards 

ensuring the health and safety of citizens, including the security of remote work during the 

pandemic, the security of data transmission and prevention of cybercrime.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


